flying with purpose
JOSH COWLES

Aviation. How we sustain ministry at the ends of the earth.
Wow! So much has
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happened in the last few
months, and I’m long
overdue for an update. In
this letter, I will address
some common
questions that I have
received. So here goes!

why missionary aviation?
Imagine for a moment that you are a Bible translator. Your task is to
travel to a remote location and work with a people group who don't
have a Bible in their own language. But think for a moment. There ’s
usually a reason that people are entirely cut off from the outside
world. Geography, lack of infrastructure, or civil unrest are common
reasons that people are isolated. But when a missionary moves to
these locations, they find themselves just as isolated as the people
they serve.

ISOLATION BRINGS CHALLENGE. How do you get in and out
of this location? How do you get the supplies you need? How do
you get your kids to medical help when they get malaria?
How do you get building supplies? And the list goes on.
For us, these kinds of issues seem foreign. But these struggles are
very much a reality for thousands of missionaries working with
isolated people.
For the past few decades, mission agencies have realized that there
is a great tool, perfectly suited to solve these very issues. It ’s called
an AIRPLANE! Aviation solves many of the logistical issues of world
missions, and it’s very effective. When missionaries have their basic
needs met, they can complete their work more efficiently and safely,
and stay on the field longer!

why Moody Aviation?
The mission field is a hostile flying environment. Mountain
ranges, unpredictable weather, and short airstrips are a
constant challenge to the missionary pilot. For pilots to
safely get the job done, they need specialized training.
Moody Aviation is the specialized missionary aviation
training program of Moody Bible Institute.
“Since 1946, Moody Aviation has served to equip God’s
servants to advance the cause of Christ in world missions
through aviation and technology services” - Moody
Aviation mission statement

who is Proclaim?

Proclaim Aviation Ministries is an organization that
supplies resources and qualified instructors to Moody
Aviation, and other similar missionary aviation schools and
organizations. I am part of Proclaim, on loan to Moody.

what will you be doing?
I recently received my flight instructor certificate. Praise
God! For the next two years, I will be serving at Moody
Aviation as a flight instructor. My job will be to pour into
students and help them become qualified pilots.
Because I don’t have on-field experience, I will be teaching
the basics of flying. Students will then receive training from
seasoned missionary pilots who will teach them the more
advanced skills.

future plans?

I have a 2-year teaching commitment at Moody. This is
extremely valuable as this gives me the opportunity to
build the necessary flight experience to join a missions
agency.
After the 2 years, I’m planning on transitioning overseas
with either MAF or AIM AIR (the aviation division of Africa
Inland Mission)

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED?
Moody’s desire is to graduate students with little or no debt. This means keeping
the cost to students as low as possible. All of the instructional staff at Moody raise
their own support, and this relieves a significant financial burden from the
students.
I am currently looking for people who are willing to partner with me,
both in prayer and finances. Moody has an important role in world
mission, and I get to be a small part of that. If you are interested in
the ministry of missionary aviation, would you prayerfully consider
coming alongside me in this journey?
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