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M I N I ST RY U P DAT E /
It’s been over 6 months since we sent our last prayer letter! A lot has happened in this time frame. We have been praying over some
pretty major life decisions. Many obstacles in the form of COVID restrictions and vaccine mandates have come into our path as we have
pursued serving in Peru. Because of some health issues we are dealing with, our doctors have strongly cautioned against getting the
vaccine. With that advice, the research we have done on the issue, and our conviction as a family, we made the decision to not receive
the vaccine.
On Dec 15th 2021, Peru issued a mandate that everyone in the country must receive the vaccine to enter any enclosed space. In
discussing this mandate with South America Mission (SAM), it became clear that, unless things change drastically in the near future, we
would not be able to serve as a pilot/mechanic family in Peru. Despite that news, we as a family believed that we should continue on our
current path, and monitor the situation in Peru until February before making a firm decision.
From Jan 15th-Jan 30th, we traveled to Waxhaw, NC to complete what is known as a Technical Evaluation (TE) at Wycliffe’s technical
headquarters known as JAARS (Jungle Aviation And Radio Service). This is in essence a job interview required to join a mission agency.
As a pilot/mechanic, I would go through one full week of testing in aircraft maintenance, and another full week in flight. These two weeks
were incredibly difficult, but also very fun getting to know the staff at JAARS, hearing the stories of their times on the overseas mission
field, and experiencing new aspects of aviation I hadn’t before.
In the end, the 2-week testing period resulted in a “conditional pass.” Meaning, the majority of what I did was satisfactory, but before we
take any further steps towards a mission agency, JAARS would like me to gain a little more operational experience in flight.
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After the test, we took a few days to visit one of our supporting churches in Oshkosh,
WI, and were greatly encouraged to reconnect with our Church Family there. Since
returning home at the beginning of February, we have been having numerous
conversations with three different mission organizations: JAARS - the mission who
oversaw our testing, SAM -the mission we were originally looking at serving with, and
Proclaim - the mission we are currently a part of and serving with.

While these decisions are quite large, we have prayed through each one at length for
months as we try and discern how we can best serve the Lord during this time.
Because of the COVID situation in Peru, even if we completed the entire application to
SAM, we would not be able to make any further plans for serving in Peru. Thus, the
decision to discontinue the application.
As for Proclaim, our current mission will be coming alongside us and help us to gain
the experience outlined by JAARS. Proclaim is a unique mission in that one of its main
purposes is to enable pilots and mechanics to prepare for the overseas mission field
through a number of opportunities to gain experience and build financial support. As
of now, we plan to be in Worthington for at least a year where I will be taking on some
flight students as well as learning to fly much larger aircraft in some charter
operations. During this time, we will be putting to prayer some different missionary
aviation opportunities which have been presented to us.

FAM ILY U PDAT E /
Our family will be going through many transitions in the coming months, but in the
meantime, we are excited to celebrate Theo’s first birthday in March! It’s quite hard to
wrap our minds around that! He is on the verge of walking, says “mama” and “dada”,
gives the best hugs and kisses, and is trying to copy everything we do. He has some
very strong opinions on life, but brings us more joy that we could imagine with his
spunk and need for adventure. He did incredibly well in our travels these past months
and loved exploring all the new places we visited.
This update is incredibly dense and filled with a process that is quite confusing, but we
so appreciate all your prayers, financial support, and encouragement. We covet your
prayers as we begin the process of wrapping up life in Spokane for this season and as
we transition to a new chapter.
If you would like to talk further about what all this means, please don’t hesitate to
reach out. In the coming months as we prepare for a move, we will be posting small
updates on our Facebook group “Merkling's on a Mission.” Feel free to join if you
haven’t already. And as always, please send us your prayer requests as well so we can
be in prayer for you and your family!
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