
CHRISTINA  

Now unto him that is able to 
do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or 
think, according to the 

power that worketh in us, 
unto him be glory in the 

church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world 

without end. Amen. 
Eph 3:20-21 (KJV) 

Taking some of my maintenance students for a flight. For the two girls in the second photo this was 
their first flight which was such a delight and privilege for me to share that experience with them! 

Aviation.  How we sustain ministry at the ends of the earth. 

When I first sat down to begin this newsletter the big maple trees outside my window were 

bursting into beautiful red and orange plumage. Now the landscape is covered in more than a 

foot of lovely, (mostly) clean, white snow.  Just as the seasons change in this little part of the 

world, so has my life been changing in ways both expected and unexpected. I am in a season of 
life where my cup of blessing is absolutely overflowing and I bow before my Redeemer and 
Savior in complete awe and wonder at Who He is and all He has done. 

Aviation is a tool to bring 
the Gospel to those who 

have never heard and 
have no chance of hearing 

because of barriers only 
overcome with airplanes. 
Many people groups are 
cut off from the gospel, 

along with basic 
necessities and medical 

help. There is no scripture 
in their own language, and 
no way to access it unless 
someone physically brings 

it to them.  
This is my vision. 

“ 

  

My role at SMAT took a bit of a shift when I was asked to do some classroom instruction 

earlier this year. I started out teaching engine fuel systems, and much to my surprise, I 

loved it! If someone would have told me when I came to SMAT as a student that I would be 

an instructor three years later, I would have laughed. I had a downright trembly-heart-

pounding fear of talking in front of people. Not surprisingly, God knew exactly what He was 

doing in my life. He used many people and events to influence and form me during my two 

years as a student. And my year of flight training, while possibly being the most 

challenging year of my life so far? He used it to grow me in just the right ways, preparing 

me for what was next. 
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In August we graduated our class of 2022. And while expected, it was still hard to say goodbye to the 

students and families we developed connections and friendships with throughout the past year. It was 

also exciting to think of the future ahead for them, especially the ones headed into the mission field. 

After graduation on a Monday, we had our new student orientation on Friday! It was very exciting 

meeting all the new students, and I had the delightful opportunity of bombarding them with Math and 

Physics in their first month at SMAT. I am especially enjoying developing relationships with the eight girls 

we have as maintenance students this year. I'm having a student lady's Bible study with them and they 

absolutely inspire me with their hunger for God's Word and desire to grow in relationship with Him. 

My student, Mantlibi, with 
MAF, now serving in 

Lesotho.  

My maintenance student Juan 
and his wife Amy now serving 

in Mexico with MAF 

Also in August, I was transferred into a full-time instructor role. Figuring out how to teach, plan lessons, 

manage time and resources, and pivot when a hard-drive self-destructs and loses two weeks of material, 

has been challenging. However, I have never felt so fulfilled in life. It is such an honor to serve alongside 

amazing staff who serve as mentors to me, and such an incredible privilege to have a part in training, 

equipping, and sending people out into Kingdom work. Some students come into a personal relationship 

with Christ at SMAT, others are strong believers who will travel to where the Name of Christ has not yet 

been heard, and make Him known. There are days I come home totally exhausted and physically worn 

out, but so full of joy and delight in what God is graciously doing through me. 

As I look ahead, I continue preparing to serve overseas, but also see the great potential of remaining in 

ministry at SMAT. I rest in trusting my Savior. and pray that I can be fully yielded to His guidance. I am so 

thankful for those of you who have partnered with me and especially for each of you who faithfully pray. 

Thank you!  

 

Thank you so much for your 
continued support, encouragement 
and prayers. This past year we saw 
God working in the lives of these 
students in incredible ways. Thanks 
to your prayers two students 
surrendered their lives to Christ. 
One of them especially showed 
incredible transformation from the 
life he had left behind.  
 
We also had two international 
students sponsored by Mission 
Aviation Fellowship. Mantlibi, from 
Lesotho, and Juan, from Mexico are 
both now back in their home 
countries serving with MAF as 
aircraft mechanics.  
 
If you feel led to partner with me in 
this work, I would love to share 
with you! I am currently at 69% of 
the goal of $3,000 per month.  It is 
such a blessing and privilege to 
have had a small part in each of 
these students’ lives.  

It was beautiful to see. Airplanes 
create opportunities not only 

overseas, but also right here in 
Ionia, MI. 

The young man who had occupied this 
wheelchair was lifted into one of the 

SMAT airplanes and taken for a flight 
during community day event 


